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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 edition. Excerpt: . incorporated religious sects, all of which is inconsistent with
the principles of the constitution and of religious freedom and manifestly tends to the establishment of a
national Church ; it then repeals all these laws. 0 This caused all the property in any way held by Episcopal
Church organization to revert to the public rise, unless for some special reason retained. Affairs remained in
this condition until the session of 1801, when the Legislature returned to the charge and on January 12, 1802,
passed a bill directing the overseers of the poor to sell the glebes for the benefit of the public. The preamble to
this bill sets forth that the General Assembly on the twenty-fourth day of January, 1799, by their act of that date,
repealed all the laws relative to the late Protestant Episcopal Church, and declared a true exposition of the
principles of the bill of rights and constitution respecting the same to be contained in the act entitled An act for
establishing religious freedom (Jefferson s law of 1785); thereby recognizing the principle that all property
formerly belonging to the said Church, of every description, devolved on the good people of this
Commonwealth on the dissolution of the British government here in the same degree in which the right and
interest of the said Church was therein derived from them; and that although the General Assembly had the
right to authorize the sale of all such property indiscriminately, yet...
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